Public proposal to Estonian Minister of Defense regarding to monument on Tõnismäe

The Estonian Government has decided to start excavations around monument on Tõnismäe and has given you the authority to make pertinent decisions. We are drawing your attention to the risks regarding to repositioning the monument and offering a co-operation of minimizing them.

The first risk is strategic interests of Estonia. Repositioning the monument may ease the current problems regarding to 9th of May, but on the same time it is a serious risk factor in Estonian long-time interests. Our strategic interests are inner stability and international credibility. Repositioning the Bronze Soldier is harming both. Already today, the monument has become the main topic shaping Estonia's reputation on the world press, unfortunately in ironical way. Estonia has been labeled as a "nazistate", our credibility is backlashed. The saga of Bronze soldier has brought in our life public hassles and wide fights on electronic media.

The second risk is related to unrealistic hopes for outcomes of the repositioning. The belief that the repositioning of soldier is mending dissensions or establishes the justice is not grounded in any way. The problem of Estonia lies not in the position of the Bronze Soldier but on different, occasionally opposite views of history. Even amongst Estonians, there are wide-range opinions on the events of 20th century. Making peace with one's history is long and hard work and this is still to be done in Estonia. Repositioning the soldier doesn't help it, but only damages the integration process in Estonia and puts everyone who has to explain it to the world into a humiliating position.

There are different ways of mending these risks. This includes the proposition of late president Lennart Meri, to transform Tõnismäe after the dignified reburial of soldiers, the memorial of all the victims of the II World War. By this letter we demonstrate our will to help in risk analysis and common activities of mending those risks.
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